novel. We will focus on novels and short stories for in-class
discussions, and literary theory and the background of the
works we are discussing will be covered in lectures and applied
through in-class activities. Students are required to participate
actively in class discussion based on assigned course readings.
Each student is also required to give a presentation.
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SOCIETY AND CULTURE OF EAST |SOCIETY AND CULTURE OF EAST ASIA

This course explores the ways that the East Asian region is
constructed through processes of cultural production and
reception, constituting “media cultures.” Together we will ask
the questions: How do shifting modes of production and
consumption of cultural forms including but not limited to
popular music, TV dramas, film, new media, and performing and
visual arts, contribute to new understandings of what the nation
and region is? How is East Asia “mapped” through these cultural
practices in a global and regional context? Finally, how does a
deeper understanding of East Asian media cultures contribute
to our broader understanding of visual culture and the
anthropology of media?

While the focus of the course is on twenty-first century cultural
production, we will refer back to historical processes of nation-
making and region-making through engagement with select
cultural works. In addition to viewing and otherwise
experiencing the media products themselves, students will read
academic selections from journals and monographs in
anthropology, cultural studies, and other disciplines. This is a
discussion-intensive course, so students should come prepared
to contribute!

This course consists mostly of discussion, though there will be a
short overview lecture at the beginning of each week. Students
are required to participate actively in class discussion based on
assianed course readings. Each student is also required to

This course explores the ways that the East Asian region is constructed through
processes of cultural production and reception, constituting “media cultures.”
Together we will ask the questions: How do shifting modes of production and
consumption of cultural forms including but not limited to popular music, TV
dramas, film, new media, and performing and visual arts, contribute to new
understandings of what the nation and region is? How is East Asia “mapped”
through these cultural practices in a global and regional context? Finally, how
does a deeper understanding of East Asian media cultures contribute to our
broader understanding of visual culture and the anthropology of media?

While the focus of the course is on twenty-first century cultural production, we
will refer back to historical processes of nation-making and region-making
through engagement with select cultural works. In addition to viewing and
otherwise experiencing the media products themselves, students will read
academic selections from journals and monographs in anthropology, cultural
studies, and other disciplines. This is a discussion-intensive course, so students
should come prepared to contribute!

This course consists mostly of discussion, though there will be a short overview
lecture at the beginning of each week. Students are required to participate
actively in class discussion based on assigned course readings. Each student is
also required to participate in a presentation at the end of the semester.
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